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Directors 

President 
Paul Austin, PhD, CRNA 
(Educator) 

Texas Wesleyan University Graduate 
Programs of Nurse Anesthesia 
Fort Worth, TX  

Vice President 

John O’Donnell, DrPH, MSN, CRNA, 

 
 

(Educator) 

Sarah B. Held, DNP, MBA, RN 
(Healthcare Administrator) 

M Health Fairview / Fairview Health 
System / HealthEast Care System 

Dennis J. McKenna, DNAP, MHS,  CRNA 
(Practitioner)  

Medical University of South 
Carolina Medical Center 
Charleston, SC 

Julie Pearson, PhD, CRNA  
(Practitioner) 

CarolilnaEast Health System 
New Bern, NC 

Jerrol B. Wallace, DNP, MSN, CRNA, 
CDR, NC, USN  
(Educator) 

Uniformed Services University of 
Health Sciences 
Bethesda, MD 

Britni Tharp, BSN, RN, CCRN-CSC  
(Student Representative) 
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The accreditation program for nurse anesthesia was initiated in 1952 by the 
American Association of Nurse Anesthesia (AANA). The accreditation function was 
transferred to the Council on Accreditation of Nurse Anesthesia Educational 
Programs/Schools in 1975 in response to a major revision of the U.S. Office of 
Education criteria. Since 1975, the Council has existed as a fiscally autonomous 
multidisciplinary body. This multidisciplinary structure gives recognition to the various 
publics that represent the community of interest within which the nurse anesthesia 
profession resides. The members of the Council are representative of the following 
groups: nurse anesthesia educators and practitioners, nurse anesthesia students, 
health care administrators, university representatives, and the public. All are voting 
members except the student member. 

The Council’s scope of accreditation is for institutions and programs of nurse 
anesthesia at the post master’s certificate, master’s or doctoral degree levels in the 
United States, its territories and protectorates, including programs offering distance 
education. Both the United States Department of Education and the Council for 
Higher Education. Accreditation recognize the Council as an accrediting agency for 
nurse anesthesia. 

The Council on Accreditation is responsible for establishing the standards and 
policies for nurse anesthesia educational programs subject to consideration by its 
communities of interest. The standards address governance, resources, program of 
study, program effectiveness and accountability. The first set of standards was 
adopted in 1952 and have been under review and subject to periodic major and minor 
revisions since that time. Compliance with the standards forms the basis for 
accreditation decisions made by the Council. 

The accreditation process for an established program is based on self evaluation by 
the program and a site visit by a team of two or three reviewers. The process is 
repeated at intervals of up to ten years and may be supplemented by progress 
reports. A summary report of the review and the program’s response to the report are 
presented to the Council for an accreditation decision. 

A new program desiring accreditation must complete a capability study and undergo 
an on site evaluation prior to being considered for accreditation. A similar review is 
required five years following the start of the program’s first class. 

Accreditation provides quality assurances concerning educational preparation 
through continuous self study and review. The ultimate goal of accreditation is to 
improve the quality of nurse anesthesia education and provide competent 
practitioners to health care consumers and employers. Graduation from an approved 
program is one prerequisite of eligibility for national certification and a consideration 
user by governmental funding and licensing agencies, employers and potential 
students. 

The Council on Accreditation publishes this list of accredited nurse anesthesia 
programs on an annual basis as Information for the public, other agencies and 
prospective students. A definition of each accreditation action follows: 

Accreditation signifies that programs have completed successfully the accreditation 
process. Accreditation may be awarded for periods of two to ten years. 

Probation signifies serious deficiencies that jeopardize the quality of the educational 
process. Examples are the failure of a program to respond by the specified date to a 
summary report which identifies serious deficiencies or failure to submit a self study 
or a progress report by the due date. 

Revocation of accreditation signifies a program does not present sufficient evidence 
of educational quality nor intent to comply with the standards and criteria. 

Laura Bonanno, PhD, DNP, CRNA

University of Pittsburgh

CHSE, FSSH, FAANA 

Pittsburgh, PA  

New Orleans, LA 
LSUHSC School of Nursing

Brian Andrew, JD, MA 
(Public Representative) 

Treasurer 
Michael Fallacaro, PhD, CRNA, FAAN, 
FAANA 
(Educator) 
     Virginia Commonwealth University 
     Richmond, VA

(Educator)

Juan Gonzalez, Phd, CRNA
(Educator)
          University of Miami School of 
          Nursing and Health Studies
          Coral Gables, FL

Claire Dixon-Lee, PhD, RHIA, CPH, 
FAHIMA
(Public Member)

Judy Didion, PhD, RN
(University Administrator)
       Oakland University
       Rochester, MI
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Florida 

Tampa - University of South Florida Advanced Pain 

Management Fellowship 

8527 Grand Alberato, Tampa; FL 33647 

Email: johnmaye@health.usf.edu 

John Maye, PhD, CRNA 
DLR:  May 2022 ; NRD:  May 2027 

Illinois 

Chicago - Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children's Hospital of 

Chicago Pediatric CRNA Fellowship 

225 E Chicago 

Box 19, Chicago; IL 60611-2991 

Email: aerosenblatt@luriechildrens.org 

Audrey Rosenblatt, PhD, CRNA 
DLR:  November 2021 ; NRD:  November 2026 

Massachusetts 
Boston - Boston Childrens Hospital Pediatric Nurse 

Anesthesia Fellowship 

300 Longwood Ave, Bader 3, Boston; MA 02115 

Email: crnafellowship@childrens.harvard.edu 

John Welch, DNP, CRNA 
DLR:  May 2019 ; NRD:  May 2024 

Michigan 
Detroit - Children's Hospital of Michigan Fellowship Program 

in Pediatric Nurse Anesthesia 

3901 Beaubien St., Detroit; MI 48201 

Email: mbrock@dmc.org 

Jennifer Horn, DNP, CRNA 
DLR:  April 2018 ; NRD:  May 2023 

Tennessee 

Madison - Middle Tennessee School of Anesthesia Acute 

Surgical Pain Management Fellowship 

315 Hospital Drive, Madison; TN 37115 

Email: info@mtsa.edu 

William Johnson, DNAP, CRNA 
DLR:  October 2021 ; NRD:  October 2026 

Texas 

Fort Worth - Texas Christian University Post-Graduate 

Advanced Pain Management Fellowship 

TCU Box 298626, Fort Worth; TX 76129 

Email: r.ward@tcu.edu 

Robyn Ward, PhD, CRNA 
DLR:  May 2019 ; NRD:  May 2024 

CODE:  L – length of course in months. SD – start month. If no 

month is given, contact the school. 

I IAD  DLR –date of last review by the Council. 

NRD – next review date by the Council. 




